Name: 
Thierry Rombaldi

Date of birth: 
August 19th, 1964
Birthplace: 
Sierre, Switzerland Canton Valais (VS)

Nationality: 
Swiss and Canadian.

Family Status: 
Married since 2000 to Margherita


We have 4 children: Alessandra (12), 


Sasha (6), Carla (5), Olimpia (3).

Languages: 
French mother-tongue, 


English adopted 2nd mother-tongue 


German -fluent, Italian -fluent

Golf Credentials:
Swiss PGA Professional  since 1985


after 6 years in the amateur ranks.

· 1986 Swiss teacher certificate. 

· 1988 Qualified for the European tour. 

· 1988-1998 Player first on European tour, US tour and Asian tour. 

· 1999 Peter Croker "Path to better Golf" certificate. 

· 2000 Master Golf certificate from Swiss PGA. 

· 2002-2005 Rules certificate for Referee Swiss Golf Association. 

· 2004 Junior teaching certificate.

Turning- Touring- and Teaching Pro:

1970-1979 

Attended 6 years of primary and 3 years of secondary schools in Crans-Montana

1977 

Raced intensively as a member of the Canton Valais Ski Team and was chosen as the Canton's Young Sportsman of the Year.

1978

Achieved advanced C-Level with the Swiss National Ski Team; after suffering a compound leg fracture during a ski-race in 1979, a prior decision to continue with advanced studies at Business School proved to be the correct and pragmatic one.

1978-1982 

Gained teaching credentials from the Cantonal & Swiss National Skiing Federations Teacher in Zermatt, Switzerland (site of the Matterhorn) and worked my way through Business School at the Montana-Vermala & Crans-sur-Sierre Ski School.

1983

Graduated with Honors from Business School in Sitten (VS), Switzerland

Application as Foreign Exchange Student was accepted by Hillside High School in West Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Under coaching of the school's head of golf and with intensive training I was able to achieve a single-digit handicap and qualify for a spot on the golf team after only 6 months. A part-time job at Vancouver's Golf Club Capilano taught me about Golf Course & Pro-Shop Organization / Management.

1984

Returned to Switzerland and completed mandatory Swiss Military Duty in Grolley, Switzerland in Canton Freiburg as a Radio Transmissions specialist.

1985 

Began 3-year education to become a golf teacher at the Golf & Country Club Blumisberg in Switzerland under the direction of American Head-Pro Bill Marx.

1987

Passed the 1st level of the assistant-pro qualification in Blumisberg

Achieved full qualification as assistant-pro in Golf Club Interlaken working with Head-Pro Bernard Chenaux.

1987

Passed the 1st level of the assistant-pro qualification in Blumisberg

Achieved full qualification as assistant-pro in Golf Club Interlaken working with Head-Pro Bernard Chenaux.

1988 

Achieved full certification and diplomas as Teaching Pro from the Swiss Golf Teachers Federation after passing the qualifying tests in Golf Club Ascona.

1989-1990 

Was hired by Golf Club Breitenloo near Zurich to realise my long-time goal for a career in sports and to become a professional golf teacher.

1991-1994 

Experiencing the life of a touring Golf Professional added credibility to my teaching aspirations and put my command of 4 languages to very good use. A ranking under the top-15 Swiss Professional Golfers put me in a position to play the Mini-Tours on several continents and in many countries including in Florida, USA, where I practiced with the Canadian PGA center in Royal Oak golf country club at Titusville. During all these years I had the privilege to practice and play with Canadian golf legend Moe Normann. During my touring career I also had the chance to take some lessons with David Leadbetter in Lake Nona. Participated in the extensive workshops of Mike Adams at the PGA in Palm-Beach, visited Dave Pelz for a reviewed and improved putting Technique. At this school, I learned to enjoy practicing on and around the greens with repetition, use of teaching aids and logging of statistics. It was here that I met and played with Bob Tosky; as I was using his irons at the time, I was able to establish a relationship with his club factory. On the Asian Tour, organised by John Benda I played in Hong-Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, China, Korea and Japan. After the contracted tournaments, I went to Australia for teaching instruction with Paul Hard at Pinball Country Club in Sydney.I then joined the British PGA class 'A' as a foreign member, where I also practiced regularly in England at the Wentworth Golf Country Club.

1991-1994 

On the European Satellite Tour, I played mainly in Italy, Holland, England, Scotland, France, Sweden and Spain. At La Manga, my scorecards for a European Tour Qualifyer tournament were good enough to retain my Swiss PGA player credentials and secured a scholarship for the Swiss PGA sanctioned teaching certificate. While touring I taught part-time at the Academic Sport Federation of Fluntern Zurichberg (also near Zurich) and as independent teaching professional at Switzerland's very first public driving range in Bubikon. For Marc Biver, I was appointed to teach golf to the sponsors of the Swiss Open in Crans-sur-Sierre.

Switzerland's first official Golf School opens for the Public:

April 1994 

Realized yet another dream & goal by founding the T.R. Golf School and set-up the first official Swiss public Golf-School at the Driving Range of Thalwil (just a short drive east of Zurich).

1995-1996 

It was clear from the success in Thalwil and student feed-back that an in-door facility would be needed to cover the Winter months; a 2nd T.R. Golf School teaching center was, therefore, established in the adjacent village of Rüschlikon at a well-known Tennis club.

In the winter of 1996, I invited a famous Australian Master teacher to Switzerland to work with me at T.R. Golf School and teach me his many secrets. I first learned about Peter Croker and the philosophy of Natural Golf from the April 1995 Edition of Golf Digest USA. Golf Digest devoted 10 pages to Peter's innovative natural swing methods in an article entitled: "Your Swing of the Future". 9 months later Peter was in Switzerland. The first step was to organize a 1 week pro teachers camp for 10 Italian PGA colleagues who were thrilled with the technique and the personal attention to their own games and skills afforted by Peter.The teaching camp proved a great success; Peter worked exclusively through me to expand his Path to Better Golf school through European teaching professionals. Together we organized over 50 camps for teaching pros and promising amateurs from Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden and (of course) Switzerland.The camps eventually attracted the golfing public's attention and increased turnover for both T.R Golf School and Path to Better Golf.

1997 

The T.R. Golf School continued to expand greatly to meet the Zurich based demand; the school was moved to the Albis-Golf Driving Range in Wettswil am Albis (just south of Zurich) and my loyal students from Thalwil & Rüschlikon followed.

1998 

The golf center concept for a Winter Training Facility was duplicated at the Tennis Indoor-Sport Center in Aesch Switzerland, near Wettswil am Albis.

1999 

Completed the Henry-Griffitts Clubfitting school I in Florida with the specialist Jim Mapother. Since becoming certified I personally average ca. 50 fittings per year and have been honored by the Henry-Griffits company for achieving some of the highest sales volumes in Europe for their products.

2000 

Publish an English language instruction manual for golfers teaching proper muscle training using a weighted club to achieve specific swing moves. The work is titled 'Fit for golf in 5 minutes'. I was awarded a Masters Diploma from the Swiss PGA based on a presentation to PGA members of this published work.

2001 

A 5-year goal of expanding the golf school capacity set in 1997 in Wettswil was realised in just over 4 years. ABC-Pro Golf Sport GmbH was founded to accommodate this expansion and not anchor the school teaching methods to any individual instructor, professional or well-known name. A Pro-Shop, managed via ABC-Pro Golf Sport GmbH was added at the new Wettswil location which includes a full complement of equipment, books, videos and other teaching aids. My preferred brand of custom fit equipment, Henry-Griffits, is successfully promoted through this shop.

Adopting a Method 

Peter Croker regularly travels back to Switzerland. I've integrated his Croker Golf System for teaching the technique into my own game and instruction, this very orthodox swing style has taken the perfect swing model of Ben Hogan. Peter has proved me that a natural approach to hitting the ball and standard method to teach students to hit the ball naturally would not only produce better golfers, it would also reduce the back and joint injuries that many golfers experience after contracting them through other teaching methods.

Product Offering

The T.R. Golf School and ABC-Pro Golf-Sport GmbH continue teaching natural methods for learning golf to players of all skill-levels. The product offering of both schools has provided excellent experience and has sharpened my business skills. The schools / companies offer:- Private lessons with Video and computer graphics for teaching analysis- Junior teaching programms- Pro-Shops- Seminars for groups and Corporation- Rules Courses (examinations recognized by all the official Swiss Golf Federations)- Guided playing rounds with instruction- In-door Lessons and Courses- Guided Golf Travel with instruction- Beginner Readiness Certifications (also with recognition of the official federations)- Golf Event Management- Fun Tournaments and Handicap / Qualification Tournaments- Mental Game Courses- Equipment Consulting, Modifications & Repairs - Custom Fitting (Henry-Griffits, Wilson, Callaway, Bob Tosky)- Internet - all events, products and school / company infrastructure are supported centrally via Internet based information technology.

Future

According to my level of professionalism, wich started 23 years ago. My attemp is to work for a top class Golf resort worldwide, where I could implant my golfschool at a large scale. Possibly hire and contract golf teachers working with my learning system. My idea would be to build a learning center where I could receive international young players and clients, similar to the David Leadbetter academy in Florida. 







